THE STORY OF AMELIA

to the son of his patron, disaster quickly followed. To
escape arrest and certain imprisonment for debt, Booth fled
to London for refuge within the verge of the court; and his
wife followed him with the children.

The lieutenant took lodgings for his family up two pair
of stairs at the house of a Mrs. Ellison in Spring Gardens,
on the edge of the fashionable district, where Fielding him-
self once lived with his wife and children. Near them were
the theatres and the opera, masquerades, coffee-houses, and
taverns; and within easy reach were Eanelagh and Vaus-
hall Gardens. None of the temptations of the town as
described in the " Enquiry" were absent. There were
pleasant walks also in St. James's Park as far west as
Constitution Hill, if a duel had to be fought; and it was
not a long distance, if the family were in distress, to the
Universal Eegister Office in the Strand, where Mr. John
Fielding could" recommend to Amelia an honest pawnbroker.

Hovering about Spring Gardens were other army officers
home from Gibraltar, some of whom Booth and Amelia
knew. There was, for instance, Major Bath, whose sister
married Colonel James, a member of Parliament and a
libertine. By helping on the marriage, which gave the
Colonel a fortnight's pleasure, the Major himself became
a Colonel. And there was a nameless young lord, with a
special passion for young married women whose husbands
could not support them. He was "a sort of cousin" to Mrs.
Ellison, at whose house he occupied the best rooms when it
was convenient for him to stay there. To him Captain
Trent sold his own wife and then exchanged the service of
the King for the more lucrative service of his lordship.
Trent, who had fought with Booth at Gibraltar, was very
generous in gifts to his unfortunate friend. Notwith-
standing the real character of these people, all appeared
decent and most respectable on the outside. It was a dan-
gerous situation for Booth with few or no guineas in his
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